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KAPITSA HITS ISOLATION 0? SOCIALIST IDEOLOGY'. 

, [Editorial rcport--L] Moscow V0PR0SI FILOSOFIX 


Wo 5 , 'signed to tho press on 

oar rias on pages ‘146-192 a' report bj/.M.P^‘ Oapochlca on a discussion ‘ in t * 

pad prospects or tho work of tho , 

the report on tho speech by., ’ ! ’.a'! ./?;■ 
debate, Academician P.L. Kapitsa 
,|t on tho prospects of tho work of ’ the . 
\o had. raised., the. question, . of • i i^\ 
.the, .basis,, o rebuilding fcur, , socialist". 


.USSR Academy of Sciences Presidium or) the tasks 
; journal. VGPROSI FILOSOFII,. ' Following is text of I 
Acadcu i,oian ?.L. Kapitsa; Spoaking first in the[ 
.said that ho had listened to I , T\ Qy.,'.s.jrpp.or 
ournal j. . VOPROSI FIL0S0FIX with interest since 
further ; jflovolpp ing $ho . ^pvlfl ,„outloo]^, .whioh^f ormsj 
society..,:'! believe that wo .in the ' Academy of , gp 
of' those •’philosophical questions in- ou?. ora YvSM 


■FV 


Undoubtedly, the futi;re historian will view our century ; 
capi tails t and socialist systems of social organization, 
in .the economic, political, and ideological spheres. 0u 
half-century after the October Revolution has shown that 
in , 3 society is ..fully., .viable. Comparing it with the most 
tho United States— it. is possible assert 

ha vo now at ta ined an .. approxima tely :i dent i oai M level in_ jjja 

men t, na tional eduCa tion, scientific development^ a nd^in 
only sphere in. which ^ wo w lag boh^ induo tri a 1 

is ' has ically caused by ( tho fact tha t . our ,3 labor '^pro'd^uc tiv 
U . S J lovol . ' ’ T " " ; • "• .7T ; 


ionooO'.undoreBtimato tho significance''. 

::'ii it* W - {' * * ,'»■ •' * v • »/ V: t\ ■% " 'T;ii ? • 'l 1 . 

-v-As , v **•-. ,. ;♦ V . . ‘ 

s a Gtrugglo between tho • 

This struggle io proceeding • .. ' 1 

1 staters development in the 
the socialist system of build- 
developed capitalist system— 

J) joctiyely t that both, countries' 

;;orial and A cultural develop-, , ' 
defenso,,. capability* . . The 
-technical dovolopmcnt; this 
. ty Jiao not yet reached ' the "Y' . . 


Thus , ’ tho quos tion increasingly amounts to a Atragglo.be 
principles on which, thono. systems develop. • Philosophy dp 
principles on which man's interrelationship w^th society 
basis of capitalist ideology lies in the doslro of the i 
prosperity. The basis of socialist ideology is tho dovo 
whole, and the all-around development of the individual 
for. this. Accordingly, in a socialist society tho creat 
of' tho individual are valued most highly, and socioty st 
'These contradictions in the attitude toward tho indlvidu 
form tho basis of the ideological strugglo between the t 
system is most progrossivo in which man's spiritual quail 
bo'causo such is tho basis fO)T man' a happiest cxistcnco. 


wocn the two idooj ogioal >'•!' 
fines tho ideological v:»;' 

is based. As is known,' tho ■ 
individual for material '' Yv 
lopmont of sooiety as a ; '• * 

Ls an essential condition 
i.vo and esthetic qualities 
^ives. to develop them, 

,il in the two structures also 1 
40 systems; today that social;, 
tics are fully doveloped 


It is wo 11 known that in recent years a maco revolutions 
In capitalist countries, particularly among young pooplo 
all of tho most developed capitalist' countries, it is gr 
the student body. The forces giving rise to this moveme 
understood, out it has already been established .that the 
by a i a satis faction with personal material, conditions, in 
dl rooted toward changing,, idoo J.ogi cnl^pondltlono Tinder, v/h 
in capitalist society. Thus, without any external .inf ') 
opinion in capitalist countries is itself spontaneously 
examining the ideology, on which .capital is t.^sooioty. ,,io ,.ba 

that direction i 3 this examination taking? Vfno will ore 
tion that tho progressive part of society will accept, a 
lead it toward human’ progress 7 Obviously, thiB will bo 
ideological struggle between different world outlooks*' 
started and is ) »\ing developed rapidly. > ;V. v : : 

Should wo ongag- openly in this struggle? And If wo doJ 
There is no &oul c that the ideals and principles that fcj 
a coirjiumist society, as given by Marx, are the only ope 
in tho right direction. ' This is now being rooognized’bif 


The search is... now on for^s.pecifiq. ..ways . to .^oyplpp^ this 
offoctivoly. , This search... is ..being mado _ in ^process o 
'style ideoiogis ta ; lilcq JT^siciy i3ies 


It must bo ackr. jwledgpd_tha t , our ideoiogis tsiaro. now.. isg 
process and. hay t ,yir.^.uq, \ly„,hp..„. inf lucnco* _ 
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|ry movement has boon growing : 

This movement ombraooo 
bwing, and its loadorn are 
|nt aro as yet' not fully ■ 
movement has. not beon^cauae^,, 
|so.cioty. and. that it ia A.'' 

Ich man, is. forced to live':- - : A". 
uonco,. progrosoive lAibllc. ■ • A; 
raising (i tho, question of 
aed, 

ate the program of recons. rue- 
program that will correctly >f 
resolved in tho process of . 

This struggle has already 

a, i .■ 




what should be our rule? ’ • ) : y< : 'V 
rm the basis for building . r ’ Av, 
that can direct this struggle’,.' .j;.' 
all progressive mankind. 


ife volutionary movement most'; A/T'i.'.v 
• struggle bo tween tho new- ; A';'!;;;; 
havY .Jo ined the s truggl^ . • 

•' ‘ • ' 1 

plated from this revolutionary^ VyA 


■I 


•I, 




•MY 


'.I- 

i i ; 
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T-.is is not normal; it contradicts .the ,f a ot..that. the, successful-existenca "of our 
. ! socialist society cannot aipn fi ...a :! 5...{ l r t ..pxap S 'J,?. v ,car.n5t...of, itself. influence this , , 

! revolutionary movement* • . . ;-•••" v. • . ' ; .. . . ' ' 

! liow may wo most, effectively involve ourselves in the revolutionary 

V>oo in oaUtalist society? Wo must now. ralso...tho ,leyel_of..op.h..(».<>°JAl .oclonQcc, -r^, 

• \ oat we ran behind the devclopmenb_of ' ^ 

' s\ \ firecti of’ the VoUmtiflo and tochnolofiicall revolution .taking plaeo I. 

: '£■£«, ■<* sciiioor;«;t ti««foro. have : »i* h 
! 'i-ni v 'Vtion of the VOPROSX FILOSOPIX editorial boatfd. Ito promote tho development of , 

; philosophy, one of whose main purposes is : to exert ak influence pn ‘ lopm ,, p 

j.of social* thought now taking ’place in t ho revolutionary movement in capitalist , 

| countries* _ . «} . .■ •> v. ’’ *’ 

' However, to exert this influence we must encage more actively in the ideol06ioal^;i^j; : 
; " t ru eg 1 e now taking p lace in capi ta 1 i s t , oou nt r i o s , , , Our philosophers will hpve %* .. 
I enrage in this struggle on an equal, basis like.our .£ portamen, .... It v'^ 

’ thn/our ideologists w;Lhlloso,,.thp...priylloEO, they, hE.vo. in. our. country , .who.ro, they . .,. . .. 

i do not encounter contrary views . This will not do m n«" ‘ ’'.J- 

:• ;J t ruFFlfi whoro everything will ho dono according tc| tho Ilwnb.uig **° k -**"S _ ;; r v; 

• , Ml _ ’/ - ( , ' -I.-*" i Therefore. I propose that tho USSR Aoadomy.. Qf oOien > 

' must b.o changed* 'v; V -j:;,o ;• • / •' :> '■ v i' l • 
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^23 May 1909_ 


'zysldsl; 


;?\St .iVD CMy?RT’ir»i * an /■. ■■ 

;CO\ \ I^lay 27—' Pyotr L." 
;» noted Soviet 'physl-; • 

‘.uS 'iCCtOVCw tl'.wfc Soviet, 
■Vii'o a ro lagging behind/ 
lines !r,r«u has criticised;. 
Jor not competing openly/ 
oi/. or : world philosophies.- 
*75 »y ecu*- old scientist,] 

a arc * or his liberal opin-’ 
caic ’.hat »r* p-outictd, eco 
; o : :: cultural fields/ the 
' X ! was on .almost 


7 -, ! V(f ; th the United 
a- a ri; d ’ other developed) leached the •level, of the. unites //:/.; 

ic; but in* the “battle o/j states,” ' *? *. ’A\- v?*d 

'•17 ‘V—n V' - Soviet Ideolb&y: i . - H07sa[d that* tnc , mam, »iglu .v#« 

'"1*7, 7 7, Vlt influence* ' had become/ more and mine ^-w; 1 

v;r^.u;y ideological,' arid here, 'he -said, ^ 

u© ov..>’.uC Nvci’iii. 1 ■; the * 'capitalist .countries arc ■;.... 

S.zylisa fisid that rdvoluv;: f acc d with a /‘growing rcvqlu- ^ 
hor.ary a yvcmcnls id the wesC,; / ■ tionory, move.i;u*n^^a;r ticutaV^ r ’ /g 
- -7 v ; by students, .had' among 1 th^ypuOn, -, •; VVjdvU-ky/ 
A . fertile foKnev^d ■ V “The fqrctt^wuaftj: ;■*«•! */;, 

Sav : e£ ideoio- movement . m;e • •■afcN . ‘I-/; 

; ■ v..a, oo/u myoio, .! un(lCi . iito y c ] i 's he. said, hue vt •;/•/. 

'■> . ,;d /so/atcq *rom uu, , can ^..stated. 'that 'it .is not 
-.v/mie/s.V. movement and \ /. aUsc d by/.phor.'JiyJns. concur 

:-.~pv /ivc no influence;” */ .tions/'H is directed - f towa»o .■•/ 

"••©71 .-^cwsary -to 'actively...' ichanglns tha-.'.'iteologicaJ • , ... 

i'-olsaical battle, ”• he 'said,; , cuhi, stances in'WuC.vrn^r/hye- , , 
md "“'fa Ibis night our philoso--; 1 fa ‘capitalist society,.- .,, . . . •• , y 
Ihern will have” to be on equal* ■ .. xdcology ' kc-Examlncd • 
:©-.- 5 , ,;v.s: a* «;jr i( sportsm«a. , , ftid tllat public opinion' 

,v.-.cn s.v’j <• o...^vc. 'v ' in capitalist countries was re- .. 

/■’cu’ ^ Loss of Priv ucgcs oxaminiug cajntahst Ideoiogy 

■'Our ■dcolop.isis will lose .tho' ;' nnc i was looking for possioio /; 
'vuviiec' S they have in .our; / substitutes. - . * 

;-y ' whore there are no, ; Dr. Kapitsa said various me- , 
i'umneimn views” he said. "In/ elegies were competing. to win ■■ 
‘iu-urc fight no one will 0 ut, and he mcmloncd follow 
iiVvu an advantage, and every- •- 0l . s 0 f tho philor^phc, Ijcrocrt -. 
g v til take place on an,. Maro.usc mul IrotsUytc.i, hot i 
>; • i . of which have been conaemned , 

>? Cupiisa, Russian-born, . ‘ in soviet journals. ■■; * 

| , ti; d;eu nuclear physics in Eng- ... He said that Soviet idcolo , 
i- ;<• Rv iV , A, 21 to 1034 under; ', filsts must Uko an ^cuve p«»i 

b Vvp .*■ M ;l;ci‘ford and despite because the Soviet example in 

m v/iih Stalin aftcq* his ovitably helped influence revo ( 
/v.urn -o the Soviet Union, he, .; ]u tionaVy movements. . ■ 

Lvmaim-d a loyal Communist . Up to now, Soviet mem sts 
!•'•, , (i .. 4 - role in the develop*! V hiV/ £ tended to rema n detached 
! • of Soviet ■ nuclear ‘ f .. om Western student movo- 

meats, charging that they were 
: ;;m gg however, a frequent ■ ovcrly romantic, anarchic and 

the dogmatism and • ncrnK atod often witn Maoiot 


{lengthy ’ excerpts” c} what > was] . / 
'j said at tl\o meeting. 7... '•./■•' : . 7/ / 

[ ’ juAttio o? .2 Sysvoms , •/'•/ 

l Dr. Kapitsa said that future /// 
i historians would judge tme ■ 
tccmtui-y as “a battle between 
two systems of organUed so- , © •> 
doty — the capitalist way and 7' / 
the ‘socialist way.” , ' /; 

Ho said it was being waged 
■ in tho economic, political and 7./ 
ideological fields. ■ t 1 /;; 

Comparing tho Soviet UmonK7 
‘ with tho United Slntos, ho said . 

; Umt "one can state with full :•/'■ 
: objectivity that in material andj./y 
I cultural development, in eduen- ••p 
7 {lion, in science and defense eh* /y 
' ipacity, both countries havo /> 
reached about tho same level,”. /;.j 
“Wo 1 only lag! behind in the 
field of technological develop- v 
ment ano,- because of this,, our,©: 
labor . "productivity ’ 'has* not), 
iwtrhpd the -Jevel.of the.Un*tcui 


j© Q&tspokeri. PhMoist :■ 0 

Vi _ -pyoiv LeOS 2 klpviCll.fi 'cipits s ; ' ' ,. 


ii-'i^aisaiMT ^aVje/'.'ae.’sald,. ; 
r.d “,n fight our pluloso--; 
vr,7- Y .:j! hava 10 be on equal 
-*.is u as our sportsmen, 
.■her. \hey compete.” •■ 

yea: •; Loss of Privileges ■ 
"Our deologists will lose .tho,. 
udviier-’s they have in our 
: rv where there are no,,; 


advantage, and every-' 
lit take place on ■ an, 
.si*;.” . . ' 

Capilsa, Russian-born, . 
nuclear physics 'in Eng- 
jVl Uiki to 1034 under; 


adard a loyal Communist 
. , lt 4 a rolo in the dovolop*. 1 
. of Soviet nuclear 

m"; '; however, a frequent! 

• (i- thci dogmatism mull ^{.'meated often with mooism 
ia'h.i<'\ lm r.king in both sd- ■ : J IIU 1 Trotrkyito thoughhu : \ 

:e mui r.‘< humanities. . Since last • April, thcro m ^ 

;i;h views on tho need for boon* a determined drive h j 
Vlvt ideology to emerge frqm p 0 vlef.7fnlrin to Improve woo- 
sell isolation arc bclieveu to. \ 0 , deal' work in the count* y.^n 
ed by many Soviet hb* i mont eases this- has memut** 

, v/,m think ideology in tno ' I^JJ; by party conscnrativos 
.vie, union is too cievcnsivp, h Q 1)oia t ' n0 line agmost ohfm 
in ■> often reacts ncgatiypjy . Jht'Wya and - o 
western Ideas' without PyW/^ly/ostOVn cffovls 
.a' an - .gAteriiativo, ■ fj.,-, * '!> .[tural • contacts/ %> ..! fy 

./ ;cc;:*;t!i^5? f okc _at'tho;onci .: ,/v: /: : ./■ •r,:/,:©7h:7 

ruai*v ■ at» d* v special mc6L-| ■ j ? ... * x -v ■ ■ ’• -.-.i/A-wi; 

the presidium ‘o.o llo> So*h ; ‘ ;./ • f ' ■,/ / ., • ... . >/• f.f 

Ar:adOiViy •'•of .ScMoS/-) ' ; : /;v a. pp ■©/'•yt/V/:/. 

'was • called ' tO f • uluwjTjJs] v 1 * ^ . • *’ - 7'‘ - , 7 /; : .'* ■/ 

,:v for broadonlng tho* s.co^Oi ”■ “* .. . • / 


a : - Dy TilEpDOKE SKACAD /ffon 
VvN October, UMU as the, : 

" 1 Nazi juggernaut was driv- , 
•■Vng tovvjard Moscow, ' a ; . v ‘ 
/tweedy, Ipipc-smoUing ■ man 
■:t with a puckish simlc ad- , , 
l . dressed q meeting of 6 '^ 

=‘ tistos in trtiQ hard-pressed So- At 
• \ yiefcopitjal. 1 ■. tal 

'• ; The speaker, Pyotr Leonid- y, 
V^ovich Kapitsa, exhorted hlft , i:c p 
. ., coUcagueii to dc-,. So 

l /'K'v : 'A»£»n vr-voto their Ulcnt3.;;‘. lu 
■v : to winning the , r 
7; , 7 ' tn 7war and suggested ", ^ 
■ New* . that atomic cn- ' 
■:/v , ' ■ ' orgy ' as a highly ;• S( 

f'7 explosive! force might bo use- 
/'.■> ful in lnodern w^rform 
'©"concluded his talk With an 
appeal for, cooperation be- , 
i! tween S.ovict and foiCign/., . 
A.v'rnoivof science, • / .,© L 

’ :•; 'Dr. Kr, pitsa’s concern with 
' tlvo ‘'military po’.cntiahtics"ot 
/■:* the atom, and. his Interest in- 
’/’.'■Hast- West* 1 cooperation ^avo ,. p 
.‘7. ‘.two- koyihotcs that have aom- 
inated much o* the career, of . 
r-thia- ■ p ain-spoken „ Soviet • . t 
'.■'"'’‘Vdiysicist 'who rarely .avoids v; \ 
■yV'.matte.rs ''of * publlq i< ,. > c6hti*o* ; ;,. 

;;VCiT.y., V'"/ ' ■ -V 

■V'. Almost alone in the last ... j 
'7vifcv/ years, he has assailed : j 
'iV efforts, .q, declare scientific ■. ( 
■7' 'theories true or false on the : j 
basis of Marxist dialectics, ,t 
•77 has urged -the periodic .weed- ; t 
. . ' ing out of unproductive re-/ '■ 

‘ '."search workers, has joined m 
.'a public warning against the ; 1 
'■//•'.full rehabilitation of Stalin / 
,7; "and hai defended abstract • 
'I'v/'art. ■ 

77. •' . Last -ebrunry, at .a, meet*; 
■'7 ! .ing of '.he presidium <pf the . 1 
■ •„ ■ Soviet /academy of Sciences, t 
Dr.* Kiv >ilsa suggested that . 

I ' ■ soviet dcology was behind 
I /* the timm and was virtu ally • 

I 7' 'Without Influence In the out- 
1 v " 'cide we rid. g 

Tl\o speech was published , 
■7 : : ‘yesterday in tho Soviet 

' ' p. Kapitsa haa been 

V, /• highly conscious of tho Soviet 
Union’s role in the world, 
U-'v particularly in science and , 
7 technohgy. it is probably m ■ 
'■ ' ■’■large pvrt a result of ms 13- 
0 7 year residence in Britain be- 
d v fore World War H. 

;; 77 © The son of n C/ arist geu- 
;'/■ rnd, young Kapitsa went to 
19 7 England .in lftlll at the age, 
ic '/.’of 27 U study ut, Cambridge 
> . , .Universitv under Lord Ruth- 
^ erford, one of the pioneers, 
7 of atomic physics, who was ■ 
os .then attracting promising 
if* 7; scienti: ts tho world over., ' 
to At Cambridge, the Russian 
ul-/ /’’turned out to be a natural 
“ v t v u: ' research man . and, quickly. 
;7^7:;won honors through his work' 
7-7'7/fn magnetism and low-tem- 
r}7‘7; : :V..^cratufc physics. He became 
7' •■/ ;.; assistant director of mag- 
;//' /netlc research at-. puthcr- 


‘ford’s^ Cavendish Laboratory 
tnncl was named a fellow or ... , 
the university’s Trinity Col- ,.7.; 
lege; 1 ' - ■ ,i' ■ 

''7 Among* fills colleagues at,- - 
t.ho tlnv 1 "was tho late Sir 
John C ickroft, ' who later ■;/, 
became director of Britain s ■> 

' Atomic inorgy Research Ls- / 
tablishvpent at Harwell. -. 

;■ In 1!) ’^. Dr. Kapitsa was 
/elected :■ fellow of tho Royal /. 

; Society, the first foreigner. ,;. i 
v .fa ,200 earn to be r.o non-, ; 

7 ored, r id a corresponding. ■. 
member of the Soviet Acna- / 
cmy of Sciences. Phe Royal, , 
Society built a special laborh- • 

7" Cory .-for- the Russians re- 
..-scardVi; bt>.'. ‘.techniques to 
v liquefy. hydrogen and hcliumM " 

1 For several years, Dr. Ka- . 
>-plt5iiv}Vna^cn returning each, 
veaVio T'ior.cqw to visit hist.- ■; 
,?7agldg ; * other.; ©rnen, ui Oc-';,/ 
•‘.’••tobei;; 'M, .ho .went to Mo.- 1 , , 
'/(ibw^O '.4‘jworo and did not, 
r • ■/ return Stalin himself is said / 

i •'■to -lmv v ordered the phy-**^- 

1 ‘•‘•’cint’uTOkkvIsa* canceled and,;.- 
r ’ MO have;lp;nUiij?d that ho work/ , 

v hV.tha/S'tyiet Union/' ’ ,# • 

bought /some * of the BrdLh 
f Maborntory' equipment for Dr. 

J Kapitsa, add made him head . 
e uie 'institute of Physical^ 

G / ‘ problbi is'.in Moscow. .. , 

h . ;\ ARb I'ligh t.Dr.; Kapitsa, at 
l “ • ,tho w* LinxO lpceting, was one,, 
im .\’ot th* firSt'Rugsmns j-° su g7., 
n . gest' t ilitary applications of 
*? • atomic energy, he did not take i 
!} an active part (o tho develop- . 

* l v'ment of huclear weapons. • 


. ment Qi UVW 1 /" r ' tUnt" ■! 

. Some, reports hove It . that ., 
ho refused to turn Ins taUmU 
' to bomb development; other* , 
‘maintain that , he disagreed • ; 7 
with other scientists on tech- 
nical matters. At any rale he 
was dismissed from hm msu*, . 
into in \m rnul or some ■ 

■ time was said to be under 
' house .arrest. © 

After ‘SUalin s ueath, ur. 
Kapitsa v/as rofitored to good,.' 
favor and, in 1955, afjam bc-.v 
came head oi ’he Institute of 
, physical Problems. Although 
not active in nuclear re- ; 
; search,' be played the role of , ; 
elder statesman, committee j 
-membef and adviser m; 

, - atomic: physics,- a role tor : 

) which -bo -was fitted by Ids 
broad 1 )iHcVebU/>md fmoeful 
)■ „pcrsqnallt\y*'V'V ’j 1 ;-,;* . 

. ... Dr. Kmdtsa’a fii'st.wife and 
5 * childa - died . In ; a -famine io - 
/- if) 10 while ho, wan a lecturer 
t • n t the Polytechnic insiiluto, 
J * of pctivfgrad/now Leningrad, 
a'. 7u Kngland\iW wao married 
,r in 192(3 4.0'"Abna;Kiyi°va, Urn. 

v: 'daUgh^L'Vof. ^ividmigre, Onp 

k'- ‘ of their-two children, Andrei, 
i- , is a, glaciologist ;qnd ncad o* 
e * Uie. School '.qJfvwAjograpny^ ^ 
5- ; X/iOscoW^Umvcrst^yU ' . .. '7, 


in. ‘-••v ... .. . . 

' # VP*, 1 . V ' 7 7 ' • 

.; V^" ^ ?** ¥ \ /•/*> •• 


• . •"• 1 . * / 7> IP Vb - . './..vVtt. v : 

.*7^'^^/....;:/ rV**-v 
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